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Grandfather writes first children's book inspired by his 

granddaughter 

A FORMER teacher from Salisbury has published his first book for children inspired by 
the birth of his granddaughter. 

Rocky Salt describes An Animalphabet as a quaintly zany A-Z book of illustrated 
animal poems for grown-up children and childish grown-ups. 

He said: “Three years ago my daughter gave birth to my first grandchild, Isla, and I 
thought I would like to do something special to mark the occasion as they live in 
Australia and I don’t get to see them as often as I would like. 

Initially, I sent an A-Z of baby animal pictures taken from the internet which my 
daughter made a picture book out of. 

I then thought that I might do something to improve on that, so I set about writing a 
poem for each of the animals. 

Once the poems had been read aloud by a few friends and family members, I 
gathered from the positive reactions that I may have been onto something.” 

Now, two years later, thanks to Rocky’s publisher brother in Washington DC, the 
book has been printed and is available from Salisbury Cathedral gift shop. 

“In it, one can learn how the cheetah got its name, how the fox changed its diet, 
what the giraffe can do with its tongue and what on earth quaggas or uakaris are, or 
were. 

I have been absolutely delighted with the reception the book has been given. From a 
throw-away idea to mark the birth of my granddaughter, it has turned into 
something much bigger and something that I am very proud of. So much so that the 
follow-up book is already being written.” 
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