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INTENT: 

At All Saints Primary we make Music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety 

of musical experiences through which we aim to build the confidence of all children.  Within Music our school vision, 

‘Nurturing hearts, inspiring minds’ is developed through Singing which lies at the heart of good music teaching our 

teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people. Where possible teachers use 

singing throughout the curriculum to embed learning.  Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and 

organisation of music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get older, we 

expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended pieces of music.  Through the 

school vision we also provide opportunities for all children to play a variety of instruments and use them creatively both 

individually and in groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 and ensemble.  

IMPLEMENTATION: 

At All Saints we will take a holistic approach,  in which individual five strands below are woven together to creat engaging 

and enriching experiences: 

• Performing 

• Listening 

• Composing 

• The history of music 

• The inter-related dimensions of music 

Each unit combines these strands within a cross- curricular topic designed to capture pupils’ imagination and encourage 

them to explore music enthusicatically. Over the lessons, children will be taught how to sing fluenctly and expressively, 

and play tuned and untuned instruments accurately and with control. They will learn to recognise and name the 

interrelated dimensions of music- pitch, duration, tempo, timbre, structure, texture and dynamics- and use these 

expressively in their own improvisations and compositions. 

 

The scheme is a spiral curriculum, with essential knowledge and skills revisited with increasing complexity, allowing pupils 

to revise and build on their previous learning. Children progress in terms of tackling more complex tasks and doing more 

simple tasks better, as well as developing understanding and knowledge of the history of music, staff, and other musical 

notations, as well as the interrelated dimensions of music and more. 

Within Key Stage 2 we access the Musicianship Programme delivered by Dorset Music Service to ensure that every KS2 

child has the chance to begin learning a musical instrument and the skills needed to become a musician 

The scheme is a spiral curriculum, with essential knowledge and skills revisited with increasing complexity, allowing pupils 

to revise and build on their previous learning. Children progress in terms of tackling more complex tasks and doing more 

simple tasks better, as well as developing understanding and knowledge of the history of music, staff, and other musical 

notations, as well as the interrelated dimensions of music and more. 

Within Key Stage 2 we access the Musicianship Programme delivered by Dorset Music Service to ensure that every KS2 

child has the chance to begin learning a musical instrument and the skills needed to become a musician 
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IMPACT: 

The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children at All Saints Primary are equipped with a love of music 

and the skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life as 

an adult in the wider world. 

 

We want the children to have thoroughly enjoyed learning about and participating in music, therefore 

encouraging them to undertake new life experiences now and in the future. 

 

The expected impact of the scheme of work is that the children will: 

• Be confident performers, composers and listeners and will be able to express themselves musically at 

and beyond school. 

• Show an appreciation and respect fo a wide range of musical styles from around the world and will 

understand how music is influenced by the wider cultural, social and historical contexts in which it is 

developed. 

• Understand the ways in which music can be written down to support performing and composing 

activities 

• Demonstrate and articulate an enthusiasm for music and be able to identify their own personal musical 

preferences. 

• Meet the end of key stage expectations outlined in the national curriculum for music.  

 

Pupils are assessed against national curriculum objective every half term. This is monitored by the subject 

leader, the senior leadership and the School Development Group.  
 

CULTURAL CAPITAL: 

Cultural Capital is the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated citizens, introducing them to the 

best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and 

achievement. In music, cultural capital refers to the knowledge, skills and experiences that children bring to 

their learning and understanding of music.  

We want our pupils’ ‘lights to shine’ both today and in their future by not only giving them the knowledge and 

skills they need but by also installing a set of values and beliefs which enable them to be happy and successful 

citizens whilst having a positive impact on the lives of others. Pupils will have experience of exposure to 

different music forms and being surrounded by music in their daily lives. We want to promote cultural capital in 

music by learning about eminent musicians and composers from the past and present.   
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BRITISH VALUES 

(to be developed in all lessons) 

The core British Values are: 

• Democracy 

• Rule of Law 

• Mutual Respect 

• Individual Liberty 

• Tolerance  

At All Saints in our music curriculum, children learn from a very young age about the need to establish a 
clear set of rules when listening, performing and composing: working together as a team, taking turns 
with the instruments, listening when someone is playing and deciding on whose ideas are going to be 
used in a composition. 
  
Children are encouraged to make choices about the music they like to listen to or choose to perform and 
are respected for their individual preferences. 
  
Children are encouraged to appreciate the fact that music from all cultures and traditions around the 
world develops and contributes positively to British music. Children are taught songs that reflect our 
strong British heritage and our Christian ethos.  
 

 
SMSC 

(to be developed in all lessons) 

 

SPIRITUAL:   Explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning about 
oneself, others and the surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; reflect. Music helps to 
promote spiritualism in that music can be a major part of many spiritual celebrations including in that 
of major religions as well as in meditative and well-being practises (our stormbreaks may include some 
of these). Music can also promote a sense of wonder of the world.  
 
Moral:   Recognise right and wrong; respect the law; understand consequences; investigate moral and 
ethical issues; offer reasoned views. Music supports moral development by showing children that 
different opinions nedd to be respected and valued. This may be personal like and dislikes but also to 
do with the history or ways of production.  
 
Social:   Use a range of social skills; participate in the local community; appreciate diverse viewpoints; 
participate, volunteer and cooperate; resolve conflict; engage with the 'British values' of democracy, 
the rule of law, liberty, respect and tolerance. Music supports social development by exposing children 
to the power of collaborative working in the musical arts. When undertaking musical performance 
children work collaboratively.  
 
Cultural:   Appreciate cultural influences; appreciate the role of Britain's parliamentary system; 
participate in culture opportunities; understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity. Music 
supports cultural development by looking at how musicians and performers from a range of cultures 
havd had a significant impact globally. It also helps children to understand how important music is to 
the economy and culture of the UK. Music is an inherently cultural and social experience as people 
enjoy going to musical performances. 
 
 

http://www.doingsmsc.org.uk/british-values
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The five strands  

 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Listening) 
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Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Composing) 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills (Performing) 
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Progression of Knowledge and Skills (The history of music KS2 only) 

Progression of Knowledge and Skills (The inter-related dimensions of music) 
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Reception 

 Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 
 

 
Learning 

Exploring Sound  
Exploring how to use our 
voice and bodies to make 

sounds, experimenting 
with tempo and dynamic 
when playing instruments 
and identifying sounds in 

the environment. 

 

Music and Movement 
Creating simple actions 
to songs, learning how 
to move to a beat and 

expressing feelings and 
emotions through 

movement to music. 

Big band 
Learning about the four 

different groups of musical 
instruments, following a 
beat using an untuned 

instrument and performing 
a practised song to a small 

audience. 

Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 

Celebration music 
Learning about the music 
from a range of cultural 

and religious celebrations, 
including Diwali, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and 
Christmas. 

Musical stories 
A unit based on 

traditional childrens’ 
tales and songs, where 
pupils learn that music 
and instruments can be 
used to convey moods 

or represent characters. 

Transport 
Using their voices, bodies 

and instruments to explore 
different types of transport, 
identify and mimic transport 

sounds and interpret and 
perform a simple score. 
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KS1 (Year 1 & 2) 

 Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

Pulse and rhythm  
All about me 

Children learn to identify the 
difference between the pulse and 
rhythm of a song and consolidate 

their understanding of these 
concepts through listening and 

performing activities. 

Pitch and tempo  
Superheroes 

Learning how to identify high and low 
notes and to compose a simple tune, 

children investigate how tempo 
changes help tell a story and make 

music more exciting. 

On this island: British songs and 
sounds 

Creating sounds to represent three 
contrasting landscapes: seaside, 

countryside and city. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Musical Vocabulary 
Under the sea 

Journey into the unknown and 
explore under the sea through music, 
movement, chanting and the playing 

of tuned percussion instruments. 

Dynamics, timbre, tempo and motifs 
Space 

Developing knowledge and 
understanding of dynamics, timbre, 
tempo and instruments. Learning to 

compose and play motifs. 

Myths and Legends 
Developing understanding of musical 
language and how timbre, dynamics 

and tempo affect the mood of a song. 
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KS2 (Year 3 & 4) 
Depending on when Dorset music service come in to teach music lessons will impact when 

the other music lessons will be taught.  Dorset music has been placed in Autumn but this 

may change.  

 Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 
 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

Dorset Music  Rock and Roll  

Learning about the origin and 
features of rock and roll music, 

pupils learn how to play the Hand 
Jive and Rock Around the Clock, 
looking specifically at a walking 
bass line, before performing a 

piece as a class. 

Ballads 

Children learn what ballads are, 
how to identify their features and 
how to convey different emotions 
when performing them. Using an 
animation as inspiration, children 

carefully select vocabulary to 
describe the story, before turning 
them into lyrics by incorporating 
rhyming words and following the 
structure of a traditional ballad. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Dorset Music Developing singing technique 
Vikings  

The children develop their singing 
technique. Learning to keep in time 
and work on musical notation and 

rhythm, the unit finishes with a 
group performance of a song with 

actions. 

Jazz 

Learning about ragtime style music, 
traditional jazz and scat singing. 

Children create a jazz motif using a 
swung rhythm. 
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KS2 (Year 5 & 6) 

 Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

 

Cycle A 
 

2023/24 
 

2025/26 
 

2027/28 

Film music 
Exploring and identifying the 

characteristics of film music. Creating a 
composition and graphic score to 

perform alongside a film. 

Composition notation  
Ancient Egypt 

Based on the theme of Ancient Egypt, 
children learn to identify the pitch and 

rhythm of written notes and experiment 
with notating their compositions, 

developing their understanding of staff 
notation. 

Composing and performing a leavers song 

• Children spend the topic creating 
their very own leavers’ song 

personal to their experiences as a 
class. 

 

Cycle B 
 

2024/25 
 

2026/27 
 

2028/29 

Blues- Handbells 
Children are introduced to this famous 

genre of music and its history, and learn 
to identify the key features and mood of 

Blues music and its importance and 
purpose. They also get to grips with the 

12-bar Blues and the Blues scale, and 
combine these to create an improvised 
piece with a familiar, repetitive backing. 

Dynamics, pitch and texture 
Coast- Fingal’s cave by Mendelssohn 

Appraising the work of Mendelssohn and 
further developing improvisation and 

composition skills. 

Composing and performing a leavers song 

• Children spend the topic creating their very 
own leavers’ song personal to their 
experiences as a class.. 

 

 


